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The Spring Valley Dairy Company 
 

A Mystery at the Museum 
By Suzanne Babbitt 

 
Early last fall a 
good friend, 
Lorna Coots, 
asked me if I 
had ever heard 
anything about 
a long ago 
Spring Valley 
Creamery 
supposedly 
located at the 
Turnpike / 
Stephens Gulch 
intersection. I 
mentioned it to 

the historians at the KHS, & we all agreed we 
had never heard of it. We searched through 
our files & turned up nothing. So Lorna tried 
another source many use nowadays - 
Facebook. Hopefully among the many 
knowledgeable folks out there, someone must 
know something about it. Once again - 
nothing. 
 

As Lorna & I pondered where to search next, 
she mentioned that she had a vague memory of 
Coots ancestors telling of a creamery having 

been built at a certain spot many years before 
but whatever happened to it they had no idea. 

Our next idea was to check out the large 
volumes of the Coots family genealogy we 
have. Along with those is a small Snapfish 
book recently put together by Amy Emerson 
about her great grandfather, Ira Coots (1874-
1925). 

Amazing discovery of several 1911 Hornell 
newspaper articles - there’s quite an article 
about the plans for the creamery to be built 
(March 8). Apparently this happened soon and 
operations began. A couple of photos show 
several workers on the construction site, 
among them Ira Coots making butter.  

 

However the next article tells of the new 
creamery burning to the ground on October 4, 
1911. The board soon met & said the Spring 
Valley Creamery would be rebuilt. But there 
was no information of that ever happening. 
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So the mystery was solved and the info was 
right here all along. 

 

ASHES 

by George Dickey 

An item I find interesting in the Historical 
Society’s collection is a record from a store for 
the years 1837 and 38. Called a Counter Book, 
it is a record kept by the store clerks of 
transactions at the front counter so they can be 
transferred to the store ledger.  Boring in itself, 
just a list sold or received by the store and cash 
dispensed.  It is the context of what these 
transactions reveal about what was happening 
in Canisteo in the 1830’s that is interesting.   
The store is never identified in the record, so 
we don’t know whose store it is, although I 
have ideas based on the scope of the operation.  
In some ways the store is operating as a bank.  
Most transactions are on credit, the customers 
are charging items to their account or receiving 
credit for items they trade to the store, 
sometimes even drawing cash against their 
account.  At the end of the year the account is 
reconciled by paying it off or issuing an IOU 
against the balance. 

 An entry for 26 May 1837, struck my interest.  
Robert Martin sold the store 16 bushels of 
ashes at 10 cents a bushel.  First, 16 bushels is a 
lot of ashes, and secondly why would the store 
be buying ashes.   A number of other 
purchases followed through the year, then in 
January purchases increased until by June of 
1838 purchases total 400 bushels. 

July 9, 1838  begins to explain why the store is 
purchasing quantities of ashes.  This entry 
states that Eli Dunham is paid $1.25 for 
laboring at potash and again on the 29th of July 
he is paid $4.14 for 6 days working at potash.  
The production of potash (potassium nitrate) 
has traditionally been a winter occupation for 
farmers.  Apparently the store is turning 

potash production into a commercial 
operation.   

Clearing of land for fields produces large 
amounts of waste wood which is burned 
resulting in large quantities of wood ash.  
Potash is produced by filling a hopper with 
ashes, water is then added and lye is leached 
out of the ashes.  The liquid lye is then boiled 
in a large iron kettle till only black salts remain.  
The residue is then chipped off the sides and 
bottom of the pot.  The resulting potash is then 
sold to businesses.   Potash is used in paper 
making, Tanning, Wool Carding , Dyeing, 
Glass and Paper making.  In the early 1800’s a 
bushel of black salt (potash) would buy a cow 
and a calf or a stock of powder and shot for a 
farmer.  

 A final series of entries on July 12th finishes the 
story of the ashes and the potash made from 
them.  On that date Hiram Cone was paid 
$2.50 to haul 2 barrels of potash to 
Hammondsport, Thomas Bennett $1.25 for 
hauling an additional barrel and James Morse 
an additional 453#, which apparently did make 
another full barrel.  At Hammondsport the 
potash would be loaded on a canal boat which 
would then be towed up to Penn Yan.  From 
there by canal to Seneca Lake and by canals 
again to businesses along the Erie Canal.           

Student's Corner 

The Student's Corner is dedicated to the articles 
from Mr. Romanchock's HIST 1040 class.  As part 
of their course work, students engage in historical 
research projects that take them from the 
neighboring Cemetery where they research the 
history of a tombstone through visits to the 
Kanestio Historical Society and to several College 
and University libraries.  This past October the 
students presented their projects at a Historical 
Society Meeting where a team of our volunteers 
selected the top 4 entries to publish in future 
newsletters. 
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Earl R. Hayes  

Written by: Lillie Hamilton and Daunte Nee 

Earl R. Hayes was born 

on the day of Christmas, 

December 25, 1903; the son of 

William F. and Lillie Amanda 

Darron Hayes, with one sister 

Ethel. He married Iona Lamson 

on August 17, 1929. He was born 

and raised in Canisteo.  He died 

March 28,
 
1997. 

Earl’s Family included a son, Loren and daughter in 

law Janice. He had five grandchildren Stacy 

Douglas, Mark Robbins, Laura Eckler, Amy Hayes, 

and Jason Hayes along with two grandchildren, 

Adam and Ryan Douglas and his two nieces and 

two nephews. He was surrounded by a warm loving 

and caring family. 

Earl attended the Canisteo Academy for school 

while also working on his family farm, Century 

Farms.  Earl served as a 75 year long member of 

Banner Grange where he also served as the master. 

He was also one of the past members of the Steuben 

Pomona Grange where he worked to improve the 

social and economic conditions for farmers and the 

whole community. Earl was also the president of 

the Steuben Livingston Corporation Fire Relief 

Association. Along with all his accomplishment 

Earl was a member of the Jasper Central School 

board of education while also serving as a Canisteo 

town assessor. 

Earl was a very loving, caring, and devoted 

husband. While his wife Iona was dying he stayed 

and took care of her until her last moments. Part of 

the reason he was so strong were the many 

hardships in his life as a dairy farmer which helped 

him over the challenging times. 

Earl stayed loyal to the farm and kept his eye on 

everyone and everything to not only make sure 

everything was running smoothly but also to make 

sure everyone was doing well.  He even did so 

when he wasn’t able to go down to the barn and 

physically see what was going on. He sat on his 

porch and watched from afar and  still tried his best 

to supervise. When he noticed something that is in 

need of a repair and was in the shop, Earl would 

show up in about 5 minutes to make sure everything 

was under control. He never wanted to impose on 

anyone he just enjoyed supervising. Earl loved to be 

independent and after he suffered his first stroke he 

needed to be cared for, which was hard for him, but 

he eventually learned to cope with the difficulties. 

His daughter-in-law Janice was the one who took 

care of him, and she said that he never scolded her 

no matter what she needed to do to care for him, 

and that he was always very appreciative. 

Earl loved to learn about the Civil War and history. 

He was a man with high ideals and wanted you to 

do your best. If you were to fail or do something 

wrong, he would be very stern with you, so you 

would try to hide from him as long as possible, but 

Earl would always find out. He was a very honest 

man and never hesitated to tell you his thoughts. He 

tried his best to be diplomatic about it. When there 

was something to be done, he wanted it done and he 

wanted it done swiftly and correctly. It only took 

one look from him to get you up and move. 

Earl made many memories with his grandchildren. 

He enjoyed playing marbles and tiddlywinks, paper 

dolls on the kitchen table, hearts and euchre, and 

watching Saturday bowling with them. They would 

also drink Tang and eat crackers. The kids would 

also try to fix the tang without grampa knowing, but 

the cupboard would creak, and grampa would bust 

them. Earl loved to spend time with his family and 

friends, especially his grandchildren.  

When Earl turned 85, he still would help milk the 

cows, and when he was 86, he would ride his 

exercise bike while watching Jeopardy on the TV. 

Earl also enjoyed sitting out on the porch to drink 

tea and identify all the birds that would come to his 

bird feeder. He didn’t like cats, but he would let a 

black cat sit in his lap. 

Earl was a loving,  caring and dedicated husband, 

father, and most of all an amazing grandfather who 

had a forever twinkle in his eye and a love for food. 

He made a huge and forever impact on everyone he 

met in many different wonderful ways.  

Sources: Obituary of Earl R. Hayes -  Private 

Collection of Allyson Hayes 
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Co-incidental Inquiry 

So often at the Society one inquiry will open a 

whole can of worms - in a good way.  One of 

this year’s “cemetery stories”, presented by 

Cassidy Forshee and Alexis Bortle, was on 

Lucius Waldo.   I pulled the following 

information from their report.   

 “ Lucious  came to Canisteo at the age of 24 

years and went into business at age 25.  He had 

a particularly strong personality.  He was very 

confident and smart. He had a spotless record 

and was considered perfect.  His friends 

always trusted his loyalty. Lucius was active in 

local politics and public service.  He was active 

in local politics and public service. Lucius 

was a United States Revenue collector 

for nearly four years and also served as a 

Steuben County clerk in 1848. He was a 

supervisor of Canisteo for 3 terms and was the 

very first President of the Village of Canisteo. 

Lucius was an   organizer on the first board of 

trustees at the Canisteo Academy and was a 

member of the Masonic Lodge and a Master at 

the lodge for nearly nine years. Citizens 

appointed him as postmaster of Canisteo,  

reappointing him twice . Reportedly,  Lucius 

never cared about money; he just cared 

about helping the town of Canisteo.   When he 

died the public showed their appreciation for 

him as a businessman and as a citizen.”   

 A few weeks after the student presentation we 

received the following e-mail: 

 

Dear Canisteo Historical Society People: 

    My mom recently found a photo album made by 

her grandfather Charles M Waldo, and I've been 

trying to ID some photos in it (which are mostly 

unlabelled).  One that I would very much like to 

figure out is that of a house from around 1890 

(attached: "canisteo house").  I think the house was 

owned by Lucius A Waldo Sr, in which case the 

people in it are him, his wife Jennie, and son Lucius 

A Jr born 1883.  My reasoning is: 

1. Lucius was Charles's grandfather. 

2. An 1873 property map shows that Lucius owned 

a lot at the SE corner of modern Main and Elm 

streets. 

3. The house that Google streetview shows at that 

site (12 E Main) seems like it could be the same one, 

plus 130 years of remodeling and additions.  

Notably, the bay window looks identical. 

Can you confirm that this is the same house, and 

that it was owned by the Waldo family?  Do you 

have any other photos of the house like this one?  I'd 

appreciate any help you could give. 

 

 

A drive down around the corner of East Main 

and Elm Street seemed to confirm this was the 

house in the photo but the front facade of the 

house was a puzzle.  We found the apparent 

answer in Steve Cotton’s “Images of America - 

Canisteo”.  The same photo from the Society 

files is displayed with Steve’s description; 

 “ L.A. Waldo decorated his house at 12 East 

Main Street, positioned on the corner of Elm 

Street.  The family poses on the front porch for 

this photograph.  In later years, a second story 

was added to the right side of this house, and 

the roofline was changed. “ 
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Canisteo Times - June 18, 1953 

On Monday Tony Galeazzo of 53 Bennett St, 
Hornell took over proprietorship of Crane’s 
Corner store in Canisteo.  The store, stock 
and fixtures was purchased from Fred D. 

Crane. 

For the past 14 years, Mr. Crane has been 
proprietor of the magazine, newspaper, 
candy and tobacco store.  He bought the 

business from the late Azel L. Kline, who ran 
the store in partnership with his father, 

Richard Kline for a number of years. 

Mr. Galeazzo is a projectionist in the Hornell 
theatre in that city and conducts Tony’s 

Photo Shop on Bennett street.  He intends to 
move the photo shop to Canisteo.  It will be 

located in the quarters occupied at present by 
the pool tables. 

Various renovation and store improvement 
measures are planned by the new owner.  

Mr. Crane plans to retire for a month or two 
prior to resuming business activity.  

Canisteo Masonic Lodge 

The Canisteo Masons  have had many homes 
over its 200 years in Canisteo.   At one time it 

was located at Canisteo Center as described in 
the accompanying article. The picture from 
1898 is the current Mason’s location on the 3rd 
floor of the Post Office Building. 

 

 

Canisteo Times - May 23 - 1906 
39 years Ago in Canisteo 

 
While working in his garden at Addison a few 
days ago, C.B. Hepinstall unearthed an 
interesting relic.  It is the old seal of Morning Star 
Lodge of Canisteo when it bore the number 
“421”.  In 1852 the Masonic lodges of the state 
were renumbered and this one, established June 
7, 1825, being one of the oldest, was numbered 
65.  The seal was in use here prior to the 
renumbering, and some Canisteo Masons believe 
it was stolen from the rooms years ago, at the 
time when  all the solid silver jewels were stolen 
- and the lodge rooms (then located in Canisteo 
Center) set on fire and burned.  Although a 
careful search of the lodge site ruins was made, 
no trace of the silver was ever found, which 
encouraged the belief that the fire was set to 
conceal the theft. 
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Canisteo Masonic Lodge - continued 

Tracing the meeting places of the Masonic 
Lodge after the fire at the Center proved quite 
a puzzle as references to locations were done 

by names of the owners of the building as 
opposed to street addresses.  After the 1867 fire 
at the Canisteo Center rooms in the David 
Corbett building, known as Corbett Hall,  
Lodge quarters were moved to the 3rd floor of 
the John Q, Stephens Building. After some 
research we found the Stephens Building was 
the Depot Street offices of The Canisteo Times 

which were destroyed by fire in 1878.  Quarters 
were next secured in the Dr. Pickett building 
which, as of this writing, we have not 
identified but it appears it was near the current 
location of the Post Office.   Here again, fire 
drove them out and they acquired the third 
floor of the H. E. Buck Building (location of 
current Post Office owned by the Masons) until 
fire drove them out again in 1884.  After much 
consideration it was decided to rebuild in the 
Buck Building with reconstruction starting 
almost as the ashes cooled.The Lodge remains 
in the same location today. The Lodge leases 
office space to the Post Office, as it has since 
1933, providing a nice income for the 
organization.      In 2025 the lodges of 
Greenwood and Hornell consolidated with 
Canisteo.  As the USA celebrates its 250th 
anniversary the Canisteo Lodge is celebrating 
its 200th year.  

Annual Meeting 

The majority of our members live out of the 
area and are not able to attend our annual 
meeting where we review our activities of the 
year and elect officers for the upcoming year. 
In order to receive your continued support it's 
important that all our members are aware of 
the activities conducted by the Society.  
Following are the highlights of theNovember 
16th Annual Meeting. 

 Meeting called to order at 2:15 by President Gail 

Davis.  15 members in attendance.  3 Guests. 

President’s Report: 

1.Winter project - docent guidebook for 2nd floor. 

  Displays photographed and descriptions written. 

2. Published 4 issues of Society Newsletter 

3. Audit completed by committee of Mike 

Teribury, Harold Miller & Valerie Davidsen 

4. New Members (7) Total Members (132) States  

(21) 

5.Discovered problem with foundation of storage 

shed.    Mike Teribury spearheaded repairs which 

cost the Society $4,880. 

6. We had a summer intern who worked on a 

power point project updating an old walking tour 

of Canisteo and a new brochure.   It still needs 

some work which we hope to accomplish over the 

winter months. 

7.  Student visits:  In August we hosted 13 young 

people, ages 8-17 along with their advisor from 

Concern for Youth for a scavenger hunt for 20 

items throughout the museum. 

 In September we hosted Mr. Romanchock's 10th 

Grade Global History students (19) for an 

afternoon of research on their Cemetery and 

National History Day projects.   

 

On Oct 11th & 12th we participated in Steuben 

County History Awareness week where we had 45 

visitors.    

 

 On October 24 we had 15 students from the 

Elementary Schools Community Tours Genius 

Group for a historical item scavenger hunt. 

On October 28th Mr. Romanchock’s students 

presented their cemetery projects to their parents 

and members of the Historical Society   The Society 

donated cash prizes to the top 3 presenters and the 

top 4 presenters will have their articles published in 

our newsletters next year.   40 people in attendance. 

Our annual Election Day Pie Sale and Yesterday’s 

Treasurers Sale was held on November 4th.    It 

takes a lot of effort to bake the pies and set up the 

sale.   A big thank you to all who helped. 

We will be open for Christmas in the Village on 

November 29th from 4:30 - 7:00 

Thank you to all the volunteers: 

Thursday & Friday regulars are George Dickey, 

Doug Brown, Betty & Don Merring, Sue Babbitt, 

Jeanne Gore and myself. 
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Helpers for Sales and special events :  Jerri Darley, 

Pat Callahan, Nancy Rich, Kathie Boccia 

Louise Hartman - started the year as our new 

Treasurer but had to resign due to health reasons - 

was here faithfully until her illness and is slowly 

getting back into volunteering.  

Doug Brown - took over the Treasurer’s job and is 

always here to help with projects especially the 

student tours. 

Mike Teribury -  has handled our building 

maintenance issues and kept the lawn mowed. 

Committee Reports 

Memorial Committee - Betty Merring, Chairman 

Donations:  $100 -  Betty Caple 

Expenditures -  $198.15 for air purifier;  $168.99 

for outside bulletin board Total: $367.14 

Program Committee-  Sue Babbitt, Chairman 

April - James Dineen -  Canisteo Flag 

May - Kathy Boccia - Canisteo Pollinator Gardens 

& Hiking Trails at the Canisteo Sign 

June - Pat Krein -  moving a one-room school house 

July -  Annual Picnic 

August -  Outing to Greenwood Historical Society 

Sept -  Kirk House - Slavery in Steuben County 

Oct. - History Awareness Week 

Bill Ells -  Grandmother’s diaries from teaching in a 

one-room school house 

New Business: 

Dues: 

The Board has suggested we change the dues 

structure to $15.00 for a family membership -   

Eliminate the individual category 

$150 -  Lifetime dues - remains the same. 

Motion made by Kathy Boccia, Seconded by Sue 

Brown.  Voted and unanimously carried. 

Vote for Officers & Directors: 

Proposed Slate: 

President - Gail Davis; 1st VP - Toni Stevens-

Oliver; 2nd VP - Suzanne Babbitt; Treasurer - 

Douglas Brown; Secretary -  Toni Stevens-Oliver. 

Director for 2026-2030 Term -  Michael Teribury 

Director to complete the remainder of the 26-27 

term vacated by Gail Davis -  (2nd term)  Betty 

Merring 

Other Directors currently serving terms are:   

Toni Stevens-Oliver (2026-1st term) 

Jeanne Gore (2028-1st term)  

Kathy Boccia (2029-1st term) 

Slate is voted and  accepted. 

Meeting Adjourned:    Time:   2:43 PM 

 

Application for Membership  

 

 

Name:____________________________________ 

Mailing Address:   

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: 

__________________________________________ 

Phone: 

____________________________________ 

Dues     $15.00 Family  *  $150.00  Life 

 

Make check payable to:  

Kanestio Historical Society 

P.O. Box 35 

Canisteo, NY  14823 

 

You can now pay your dues or make donations to 

the Society with your PayPal Account.  There are 

links on our website at 

www.kanestiohistoricalsociety.com 

You can also find past issues of our newsletter on 

the website as well as more information about the 

Society, upcoming events and books we have for 

sale in our book store. 

    Officers: 

President: Gail Davis 
1st VP - Toni Stevens-Oliver 

2nd VP - Suzanne Babbitt 
Secretary - Toni Stevens-Oliver 

Treasurer - Douglas Brown 
 

Directors: 

2026-Toni Stevens-Oliver 
2027- Betty Merring 
2028- - Jeanne Gore 
2029- - Kathy Boccia 
2030 - Mike Teribury 
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